
menstrual function. In only two cases is it defi-
nitely stated that the tumors gave rise to irregu-
larity in the menstrual period. In 49% the
statement is made that the patients were regular;
six patients, or 12%, are recorded as having had
painful periods, but there is no evidence to show
that the pain was produced by the ovarian
growths.

The author thinks that neither menorrhagia nor

metrorrhagia is a very constant accompaniment
of fibroma of the ovary. It is more apt to occur
where both ovaries are affected by the disease.
Tho growth of an ovarian fibroma may exist for
many years before the tumor reaches large pro-
portions or gives rise to marked symptoms. In
other cases the growth is more rapid, reaching
considerable proportions and giving rise to notice-
able symptoms in a comparatively short time, say
a few months. Pain is present to a greater or

less degree in nearly one-half the cases of ovarian
fibromata. Preedom from pain means, as a rule,
the absence of adhesions of the growth to the
surrounding organs. Pain is more frequently met
with in tumors of moderate size. Dysuria is a

symptom in about 15.6% of the cases.
The growths were described as fibromatous in

sixty-three out of the eighty-four cases, or in 75%:
forty-eight of these were fibromata; twelve pure
fibromata, and fibroma with colloid infiltration,
fibrous with mucoid degeneration, and fibroid with
hyaline and myomatous changes, one each; seven-
teen, or 20%, were found to be libromyorna ; two
were called myofibroma, and there was one each
accredited to the myomas and to the myoiibromas
with hyaline degeneration.
Dr. Philander A. Harris of Paterson, N. J.,

read a paper on
CLOSURE OF SUPPURATING ABDOMINAL WOUNDS

FOLLOWING LAPAROTOMIES.

When abscess forms in the abdominal incision,
the skin is reopened in the line of incision to the
upper and lower limits of the mural abscess. The
wound is then treated as an open one until the
flow of pus becomes greatly reduced in quantity.
All the granulations are then removed with a sharp
curette until the muscle, fascia, fat and other tis-
sues are distinctly recognizable. The separated
edges of the deep fascia are then drawn together
by a series of silkworm gut sutures, which inter-
lock with each other at the apposition line of the
fascia. Each one of these sutures is introduced
through the skin about one inch away from the
incision, and each one is brought out either just
above or below the point of its introduction. If
the first suture both enters and emerges from the
right of the median line, the next one is intro-
duced and emerges at a point to the left of the in-
cision, and is so introduced as to interlock the
first or preceding suture. The third suture is in-
troduced and brought out from the same side as

the first suture and interlocks the second one.
The fourth suture is introduced from the same
side as the second suture and interlocks the third
or preceding one. This singular suture has for

its chief object the coaptation of the deep fascia,
and, when properly introduced and tied, it is
claimed that the fat and opposing edges of the
skin fall in apposition, adhere and heal without
additional sutures. Most of the few cases thus
treated promptly heal and generally do so without
suppuration. A not unimportant part of the
technique of operation is the thorough and re-

peated washing with a solution of bichloride of
mercury, always followed with a normal salt so-
lution irrigation. The stitches are all removed
on the twelfth and fourteenth day.
Fifteen photographs, which were exhibited, il-

lustrated much ofDr. Harris' work in this relation.
A not uninterested part of the photographic illus-
tration was the appearance of the wound after the
sutures were introduced and tied, as they con-
verted the area of the open and large wound into
an elongated mound at whose base, on either
side, there appears a row of knots, while at the
summit of the mound the opposing edges of skin
simply lie in apposition awaiting adherence and
healing.
Dr. Harris is of the opinion that the stronger

solutions of carbolic acid or possibly other disin-
fectants might serve as good, if not better, pur-
pose than the solution of bichloride of mercury
which he has employed for this work.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The following officers were elected for the en-

suing year: President, Dr. Joseph E. Janvrin,
New York ; Vice-Presidents, Dr. Edward W.
Jenks, Detroit, Mich., and Dr. A. Palmer Dudley,
New York ; Secretary, Dr. J. Riddle Goffe, New
York; Treasurer, Dr. J. Montgomery Baldy,
Philadelphia.
Washington, D. C, was selected as the place for

holding the next annual meeting in conjunction
with the Triennial Congress of Physicians and
Surgeons the first week in May, 1903.

RecentLiterature

A Textbook of Surgical Principles and Surgical
Diseases of the Face, Mouth and Jaws. By
H. Horace Grant, A.M., M.D. Philadelphia
and London: W. B. Saunders & Co. 1902.
Within the limits of 224 pages the author, who

is professor of surgery in Hospital College of
Medicine and of Oral Surgery in the Louisville
Dental College, has condensed the entire list of
surgical diseases of the face, mouth and jaws.Within this brief space are also given no less
than G8 illustrations, all of them important, and
many of unusual interest.
The book is evidently written for the so-called

busy practitioner and for the dental student. The
mythical busy practitioner for whom condensed
editions are written never reads a book, while
the busy practitioner who is successful because
he is thorough, despises any work that treats his
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subject superficially. The dental student may,
by means of such a book, have his interest in the
subject aroused, and may be induced to seek
other sources of information, but the danger is
great that he may consider this the end of all
knowledge of the subject.
Twenty-two pages are devoted to tumors, and

by reading these carefully the student will cer-
tainly gain some interesting knowledge of the dif-
ferent varieties of tumors, but he will not be
encouraged to rely upon this knowledge alone in
making a diagnosis. Two pages are given up to
shock and its treatments, and so throughout the
book each subject is presented in tabloid form.
In spite of this extreme condensation it must be
said that the author not only knows his subject,
but knows how to make it interesting.
It is fair to suppose that his own complete

knowledge has led to the error of assuming a

greater knowledge on the part of the reader, than
students usually possess. The book would be of
more value if it could be enlarged to include a

greater knowledge of details and fuller explana-
tions of the subjects treated.

Anatomy and Histology of the Mouth and
Teeth. By. I. Norman Broomell, D.D.S.
Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son & Co. 1902.
The growth of dentistry and the demands for

higher dental education make such a work as Dr.
Broomell has produced, almost a necessity. It is
gratifying to know that the first edition, published
in 1898, has met with such success as to lead to
the issue of a second and greatly improved «di-
tion. Fifty-three new and important illustrations
have been added, and the portion devoted to mi-
croscopic anatomy has been enlarged and im-
proved.
The gross anatomy of the mouth is treated with

great clearness and in an orderly, systematic
manner. In the description of the various teeth
it would perhaps have been wiser to have omitted
the classification into types, as the "bilious type,"
the " nervous type," the " sanguineous type "
and the " lymphatic type." The characteristics of
one type are so often mingled with those of all the
others that the classification is by no means ac-

curate, and would often result in confusion if too
strictly insisted upon.
The chapter on Development of the Teeth con-

tains new matter which is of interest, and which
adds materially to our knowledge of this subject.
The histology of the teeth and of tho membranes
and adjacent parts is clearly and concisely given.
In his effort not to overtax the student or the
reader, untrained in research, the writer has per-
haps erred on the side of brevity and concentra-

tion, and left some things unsaid which might
have been of interest to the trained scientist.
The book is well written, and the large, clear
type adds to the ease and pleasure of reading it.
Laryngologists, as well as histologists and den-
tists, who are interested in the scientific side of
their professional work, will derive much benefit
from reading this book.

Sociologic Studies of a Medico-Legal Nature.
By Louis J. Rosenberg, LL.B., and N. E.
Aronstam, M.D., Ph.G., with introduction by
Hon. Clark Bell, LL.D. Chicago: G. P.
Engelhard & Co. 1902.
This is a small volume of 137 pages, dealing in

essay form with various matters of medico-legal
and social importance. It has small scientific
significance.
A System of Physiologic Therapeutics. Edited
by Solomon Solis Cohen, A.M., M.D. Vol-
ume IX: Hydrotherapy, Thermotherapy, He-
liotherapy and Phototherapy. By Wilhelm
Winternitz, M.D., Professor of Clinical Medi-
cine in the University of Vienna. Assisted by
Alois Strasser, M.D., and B. Buxbaum, M.D.,
and Balneology and Crounotherapy by E.
Heinrich Kisch, M.D., Professor in the Uni-
versity of Prague. Illustrated. Philadelphia:
P. Blakiston's Son & Co. 1902.
Volume IX of this series has appeared with a

consideration of the subjects of hydrotherapy,
thermotherapy, heliotherapy, phototherapy, bal-
neology and crounotherapy. This volume is of
570 pages, which includes a voluminous index.
The attempt has been made, as in preceding vol-
umes of the series, to bring before the profession
in a practical fashion the value of these various
natural methods of treating disease. The text is
arranged in such a fashion that reference is easy,
and apparently only those details which have
more or less practical significance find a place.
We have on previous occasions commented favor-
ably both upon the plan and the workmanship of
these books, and we need now, therefore, merely
reiterate what we then said, that the series un-

questionably fills a decided need and should be of
great value in bringing before the professional
mind rational methods of treatment. This vol-
ume, so far as we have studied it, maintains the
standard set by the earlier ones.

Disinfection and Disinfectants. A practical
Guide for Sanitarians, Health and Quarantine
Officers. By M. J. Rosenau, M.D. Philadel-
phia: P. Blakiston's Son and Co. 1902.
Dr. Rosenau considers the subject of disinfec-

tion from the standpoints of the disinfectant
used, the object to be disinfected, and the disease
for which the process of disinfection is conducted.
The first four chapters are devoted to the different
agents and substances employed for disinfection,
which the author divides into four groups : Phys-
ical agents, gaseous disinfectants, chemical solu-
tions, and insecticides. The fifth chapter treats
of the disinfection of houses, ships and objects,
which substances to use in each instance, and how
to use them.
In the final chapter each infectious disease is

treated separately with reference to the measures
to be taken and the substances to be used for the
purpose of disinfection.
The work constitutes an extremely useful man-

ual for the use of health officials, general prac-

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA on September 18, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


